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Hydrogen is firmly on the agenda of the Clean Energy Ministerial and Mission Innovation as 

Hydrogen Council participates for the first time 

 

Malmo, Sweden – May 24, 2018 – The Hydrogen Council today joined the 9th Clean Energy 

Ministerial (CEM)i co-hosted by Denmark and Sweden – the first such recognition for the group and 

the technology at multilateral government level. Council Co-Chair Dr Woong-chul Yang and Initiative 

Co-Secretary, Pierre-Etienne Franc attended roundtables hosted by both Mission Innovationii and 

CEM respectively, alongside high-level actors from international governments, organisations and 

businesses.  

 

“We are witnessing a crucial moment for hydrogen,” said Dr Woong-chul Yang, Hydrogen Council Co-

Chairman and Hyundai Motor Company Vice Chairman. “Governments are recognizing the key role 

hydrogen can play in decarbonization and investors the value it can bring worldwide. The critical mass 

of support needed to drive scale deployment of the value chain is becoming a reality. On our side, 

industry is committed to growing and deploying hydrogen solutions while continuing to innovate the 

technology.” 

 

Mission Innovation – a coalition of 22 governments working to accelerate the clean energy revolution 

– yesterday announced the launch of the “Hydrogen Innovation Challenge” aiming to reduce costs 

along the value chain and further expand the deployment of hydrogen. “As Co-Chair of the Hydrogen 

Council, I am proud to support the announcement of the Hydrogen Innovation Challenge.” Added Dr 

Woong-chul Yang, “The initiative further promotes international collaborations, and can add new value 

and foster further improvements within the already established hydrogen value chain.” Innovation 

Challenges are global calls to action in areas which Mission Innovation members believe could make a 

significant contribution to climate action efforts.  

 

Further cementing hydrogen’s recognition in this prestigious international setting, Hydrogen Council 

Initiative Co-Secretary, Pierre-Etienne Franc, today joined a Clean Energy Ministerial roundtable. A 

unique partnership of the world's key economies working together to accelerate the global clean 

energy transition, the CEM hosted a high-level Public–Private Roundtable: Innovative Solutions for 

Managing Energy Use and Emissions from Industry, to discuss innovative technologies and approaches 

to further reduce the energy and emissions intensity of industrial processes.    

 

Held under Chatham House rules, Mr. Franc said of the meeting “The recognition of hydrogen as a 

systemic enabler of the energy transition continues to grow. To meet Paris Agreement commitments, 

the time to scale up deployment is now. Government roadmaps and policies are already embedding 

hydrogen more deeply than ever before, collaboration across stakeholder groups will pave the way to 

making this a reality.”  
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About the Hydrogen Council: Launched at the World Economic Forum in Davos in early 2017, the 
Hydrogen Council is a first-of-its-kind global CEO initiative to foster the role of hydrogen technologies 
in the global energy transition. Current members include 24 leading multinationals – 3M, Air Liquide, 
Alstom, Anglo American, Audi, BMW GROUP, China Energy, Daimler, ENGIE, Equinor, General Motors, 
Great Wall Motor, Honda, Hyundai Motor, Iwatani, JXTG Nippon Oil & Energy Corporation, Kawasaki, 
Plastic Omnium, Royal Dutch Shell, The Bosch Group, The Linde Group, Total, Toyota and Weichai – 
as well as 15 dynamic players from across the value chain - Ballard, Faber Industries, Faurecia, First 
Element Fuel (True Zero), Gore, Hexagon Composites, Hydrogenics, Marubeni, McPhy, Mitsubishi 
Corporation, Mitsui & Co, Nel Hydrogen, Plug Power, Toyota Tsusho and Royal Vopak. The coalition 
collectively represents total revenues of over € 1.6 trillion and close to 2.5 million jobs around the 
world. 
 
The Hydrogen Council has published two studies to date, How hydrogen empowers the energy 
transition (January 2017) exploring the role of hydrogen in the energy transition, including its 
potential, recent achievements, and challenges to its deployment and Hydrogen, scaling up 
(November 2017) presenting the first comprehensive vision of the long-term potential of hydrogen 
and a roadmap for deployment. To find out more: www.hydrogencouncil.com.  
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For further information:  
Hydrogen Council Press Office: Harriet Barham +32 (0) 474 81 96 29 
Harriet.barham@fticonsulting.com 
Hydrogen Council Secretariat: Secretariat@hydrogencouncil.com  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

i Clean Energy Ministerial:  The Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM) is a unique partnership of the world's 
key economies working together to accelerate the global clean energy transition. 
http://www.cleanenergyministerial.org/  
ii Mission Innovation: Mission Innovation is a global initiative of 22 countries and the European 
Commission partnering to reinvigorate and accelerate clean energy innovation with the objective of 
making clean energy more widely affordable. http://mission-innovation.net/ 
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